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Dear editors, news directors and reporters:
You are invited to attend the Rural Institute on Disabilities’ second annual "Common 
Threads" conference Friday through Monday, Aug. 21-24, at the Village Red Lion Inn.
Public events, including Raphael Cristy’s portrayal of Charlie Russell and the first meeting of 
a new statewide coalition on behalf of Montanans with disabilities, are detailed in the 
enclosed news release.
The media are also welcome to attend all sessions for conference participants. A schedule of 
conference events is enclosed.
Linda Tonsing-Gonzales, director of the New Vistas Independent Living Center in Santa Fe, 
N.M., will discuss "Natural Supports and the Paradigm Shift" in the keynote address at 4:30 
p.m. Saturday in the Red Lion’s Bitterroot/Blackfoot Room. At noon Saturday, a luncheon 
will feature a presentation on river rafting for people with disabilities and this year’s Best 
Practices in Rural Independent Living Awards.
"Common Threads 92: Weaving Together Rural Resources for People With Disabilities" is 
expected to attract 150 disability professionals from across the nation to discuss ways to use 
existing community services and natural support systems to enhance the services they provide 
to rural people with disabilities. For more information, call conference coordinator Kathy 
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